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Zimbabwe: “Hope in a Desert” at the Royal Geographical Society, London
“Hope in a Desert” is the theme of a presentation on the future of Zimbabwe hosted by the UK-based Mike Campbell Foundation at the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) in London on Thursday March 7.  The evening will be chaired by Kate Hoey MP, Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Zimbabwe.


Despite the Zimbabwean economy’s spectacular collapse in the wake of the violent land invasions of 2000, the destruction of property rights and the demise of the rule of law, the country still has the irrefutable potential to recover its thriving economic status.


 Ben Freeth MBE, executive director of the Mike Campbell Foundation, and Professor Craig Richardson, a U.S. economist who specializes in property rights and the Zimbabwean economy, will speak at the event. 
 
They will contend that the imperatives for economic recovery and growth are enabling laws and policies, as well as the restoration of property rights.  

They also believe that the chronic, widespread poverty can only be addressed when the country’s diverse resources – including its agricultural potential and mineral wealth - are utilised productively for the benefit of the entire nation.

Richardson’s theme, “Why do property rights matter? The case of Zimbabwe”, will demonstrate how property titles unlock financial capital, which can flow to a multitude of different areas and not only alleviate poverty and hunger, but create wealth and a better life for all.  


He will contend that although the Zimbabwean economy is currently believed to be growing faster than most other economies, this is off a very low base - and that the artificial nature of its reported economic growth is dependent on massive infusions of foreign aid.


With the current conflict that remains on the land delaying any sustainable recovery of the agricultural sector, Richardson will propose possible solutions.

The third speaker, Gillian Higgins, is a London-based barrister from the chambers of 9 Bedford Row. She is a founding member of the International Criminal Law Bureau and the Director of ARC, a project concerned with the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights. 

Higgins, who has extensive experience in international criminal law and human rights law, will discuss issues related to justice and accountability. This will help to break the culture of impunity so prevalent in countries such as Zimbabwe, and which causes much suffering and stifles progress.

These issues are particularly relevant with Zimbabwe being in another election year.



The programme will include messages from the foundation’s two patrons:  Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town, and the Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu.


Archbishop Tutu has spoken out forthrightly on the gross human rights abuses and rule of law infringements in Zimbabwe, while Dr John Sentamu has described the existence of dictatorship and oppression as an affront to God, humanity and the principles of democracy and the Rule of Law.

In December 2012, Zimbabwe was ranked as one of the world’s worst performers in upholding the rule of law by the World Justice Project, which covered 97 countries.


Tickets cost £15 and the programme is from 7pm to 9pm on Thursday March 7.  Doors open at 6pm and there is a cash bar available before and after the event.

To make a booking, log onto the Mike Campbell Foundation website:  www.mikecampbellfoundation.com or contact Claire Freeth:  phone: +44 (0)1795 842 341, e-mail:  info@mikecampbellfoundation.com  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Ben Freeth MBE

Ben Freeth and his late father-in-law, Mike Campbell, took their case to the regional court of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Tribunal following the violent seizure of Campbell’s commercial farm and wildlife conservancy.  They won a landmark judgment in the widely publicised Campbell Case.


In 2011, at the instigation of President Mugabe, the SADC Tribunal was suspended by the 14 SADC heads of state and the contracts of the judges, who were drawn from various countries within the region, were subsequently terminated.


A submission contesting the Tribunal’s permanent ouster was filed in January 2013 with the African Court on Human and People’s Rights on behalf of Luke Tembani, a dispossessed black commercial farmer, and Freeth. 

Freeth is the author of the book, “Mugabe and the White African” (Lion Hudson, 2011) and featured in the award-winning documentary film of the same (Arturi Films, 2009). 


He was awarded an MBE for his services to the Zimbabwean farming community in 2010.

Prof Craig Richardson

 
Professor Craig Richardson is Associate Professor of Economics at Winston-Salem State University in North Carolina.  His research interests include property rights and their importance for economic growth, and he has a long-standing interest in Zimbabwe that goes back 20 years.

Richardson is the author of the book, “The Collapse of Zimbabwe in the Wake of the 2000-2003 Land Reforms” (Mellen Press, 2004), as well as numerous articles on Zimbabwe which have been published in African Affairs, the Cato Journal and the Wall Street Journal.


In his address, Richardson will demonstrate that Zimbabwe’s economic growth is artificial, with two-thirds being fed by a rapidly growing government sector.  

He will also discuss how the government is financed since it is no longer able to print its own money.  The Zimbabwean dollar was abandoned in April 2009 and various currencies, notably the U.S. dollar, are now used for all transactions.

Richardson’s theme, “Why do property rights matter? The case for Zimbabwe”, will demonstrate how property titles unlock financial capital, which can flow to a multitude of different areas and create completely new markets.  


“However, this network is easily destroyed when property rights are damaged, as seen with Zimbabwe,” Richardson warns.

Gillian Higgins


Gillian Higgins is an international criminal lawyer who has developed a practice that has involved cases of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and the trial of a former head of State at the International Criminal Court and UN ad-hoc International Tribunals. 

Regarded as one of the leading lawyers in her field of expertise, Higgins has undertaken international cases, advisory work, consultancy and training services for governments and international organisations.

Higgins is a founding member of the International Criminal Law Bureau and, in 2011, founded the ARC Project (Advice, Representation and Cases) in relation to the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights.
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